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after he had opened the basis of his proposition, the two Generals retired to the embrasure of a window, and he heard one of them observe in a low tone: <(We are not in a very good position; let us hear what he has to say.*
At this moment dinner was announced, and General Kellerman, having been invited by Sir Hew Dalrymple, sat down with the English officers. The dinner was gay, but so extremely frugal as to satisfy the General that what he had heard of the scarcity of provisions in the English camp was true. While the party continued at table an officer returned who had been sent to Figueras. Nothing having yet transpired to show that the Due de Valmy understood English, Sir Arthur and Sir Hew inquired eagerly of the officer in English what news he brought, to which he replied: (( Sir John Moore has not yet arrived at Figueras.w This was the same Sir John Moore whom the Emperor afterward so effectually drove into the sea at Corunna. He was to bring an additional force of fourteen thousand men, the absence or presence of which was of the utmost importance at this crisis.
In drawing up the preliminary articles the interests of our allies were stipulated for. <( What! w exclaimed Sir Arthur Wellesley; <(do you pretend to include the Russian fleet in your treaty ?* w Russia is our ally,1* replied the Due de Valmy, "and it is impossible for us to abandon her fleet. But I shall not be sorry if you reject this article, as in that case the Admiral/ in his own defense, will be obliged to disembark his crews, we shall be enabled to recall our garrisons, and shall thus obtain a reinforcement of ten thousand fresh and veteran troops, which will enable us to deliver Portugal in three weeks.J> The two English Generals again withdrew to the window, and General Kellerman overheard the words: <( That would be very well, but the ten thousand Russians !w It is manifest that, without intending it, the Russians were very useful to us.
At length the preliminaries were concluded, and General Kellerman returned to the French Headquarters, accompanied to the outposts by Lord Burghersh, and overwhelmed with civilities by the English officers, who having previously entertained a high opinion of his military character, had now received sufficient proof of his diplo-* matic abilities.